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1815 November 8, 1012 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

Buffalo. — During the week ended November 2 no case of poliomye- 
litis was reported in Buffalo. It appears that the outbreak is at an 
end. The last reported case had its onset on October 22. There 
have been investigated in Buffalo 288 cases of the disease during the 

fiast summer; of these 34, or approximately 12 per cent, terminated 
atally. 

TRACHOMA IN KENTUCKY. 

A REPORT OF AN INVESTIGATION OF THE PREVALENCE OF TRA- 
CHOMA IN THE MOUNTAINS OF EASTERN KENTUCKY. 

By JohnMcMullen, Passed Assistant Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

Having been directed by the Surgeon General to investigate the 
prevalence of trachoma in Knott, Perry, and other counties in the 
State of Kentucky, I arrived at Louisville July 8, 1912. After a 
conference with Dr. J. N. McCormack, secretary of the State board 
of health, Dr. J. A. Stucky, of Lexington, and some of the health 
officers, it was decided that my investigations into the prevalence of 
trachoma should be begun at once in Knott County, and extended 
later to such other counties as might be deemed advisable. 

In company with Dr. E. W. Duke, the county health officer, I 
arrived July 12, 1912, at Hindman, the county seat of Knott County, 
20 miles from the nearest railroad and reached on horseback over 
very rough roads. Since my examinations were only for the purpose 
of determining the prevalence of trachoma, with insufficient* time 
for clinical work, it was a question as to how best to proceed in order 
to secure opportunity of examining a sufficient number of people. 

I found the people much interested and willing to lend their assist- 
ance and hearty cooperation to any measure which might benefit the 
appalling numbers suffering from the "sore eyes" or "granulated 
lids." as trachoma is known there, and this was particularly true of 
the doctors of Knott County. The majority of the county schools 
were in session at this time, but none of the town schools, and it was 
decided to visit as many of the former as possible, in various sections 
of the counties, since some communities are much more heavily 
infected thanare others, 60 to 75 per cent of families being infected 
in some neighborhoods. These schools could only be reached on 
horseback, as the roads are bad, often only the rocky beds of creeks. 

The examination of four schools, which was the usual day's work, 
meant a ride of 20 or more miles. Many persons were examined along 
the roadside and in the homes in passing, and there was practically 
never any objection to having their eyes examined, as the people are 
well acquainted with "granular lids" and its fearful sequelae, usually 
willing to discuss the subject, and always interested in learning mat- 
ters pertaining to health. 

The investigation included Knott, Perry, Leslie, Breathitt, Lee, 
Owsley, and Clark Counties, in the order named. All of these are in 
the mountains except Clark County, which is in the bine-grass region, 
but bordering on the mountain counties. A total of 3,974 people 
were examined, and 500 of them, or 12J per cent, were found to be 



